
 

Advanced Care Planning:  
How applying new technologies to advance 
care planning lowers healthcare costs and 

reduces the emotional burden on families and 
loved ones 
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DATA IS THE CURE!  
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As usual, New Jersey is 
at the top of the heap. 
 

We spend 46% more 
than the national average 
when IN-PATIENTS. 
 

We spend more than 46 
of the other 50 US states. 
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INSTITUTE 
QUALITY 

HEALTH CARE 
NEW JERSEY 

The New Jersey Health Care Quality Institute’s purpose is to 
undertake projects that will ensure that quality, safety, 

transparency, and cost containment are all closely linked to 
the delivery of health care in New Jersey. 



11 years 

380+ communities 

Countless activities offered to your residents 

 

“Local champions of change” 

Mayors Wellness Campaign:  
Putting Your Community In Motion 



The Facts 

• 6 out of 10 New Jersey adult residents have no written documents 
expressing their wishes for end-of-life care. 
 

• 38% of New Jersey residents have never had conversations about 
advance care planning. 

• Only 3 out of 10 New Jersey adult residents who are 65 years and 
older are aware about Five Wishes or POLST. 
  

• 61% of New Jersey adult residents are comfortable with the idea of 
aging and have thought about their wishes for medical treatment near 
the end of their life.  



• Engages communities in non-threatening dialogue about 
end-of-life wishes in ‘community living room’ settings 

 
• Events include film screenings, book discussions, card 

games, panel discussions, etc. 
 
• Goal: To promote conversations about end-of-life wishes, 

and create a culture change among New Jersey residents 
 
 

Conversation of Your Life - Overview 



The Program is Expanding …  

Bergen County 

Mercer County 

Camden County 

Gloucester County 

Burlington County 

Middlesex County 

Somerset County 

Monmouth County 

Union County 



Examples of Programs:  Book Discussions 



Faciliatated Film Screenings 



Mayor’s Advance Directive Signing Event 



Art-based Activities 



How Do I Get Involved? 

• Contact Deborah Levine dlevine@njhcqi.org 
 
• Join an existing task force in your county 

• Choose a task force role to fill 
 

• Or, Create a task force and COYL programming in 
other counties 
• Recruit task force members in your county 
• Facilitate quarterly meetings of task force with 

Quality Institute assistance 
• Use task force toolkit as guide to start local 

programming 
 
 

mailto:dlevine@njhcqi.org


Dedication to Improving Population 

Health Across NJ 
The NJDOH is dedicated to improving Population Health efforts 
throughout NJ in order to promote prevention, wellness, and 
equity in all environments. 

 

These objectives are achievable by: 
– Enabling the exchange and sharing of data across the 

healthcare continuum, which allows for better care coordination 

– Uniquely identifying individuals across the state, which ensures 
accurate and relevant health information is identified 

– Simplifying and expanding access to NJ public health registries 
through a normalized and repeatable process 

– Educating and outreach to at-risk populations across the state 
proactively 

 

Accomplishing these objectives will result in a healthier New 
Jersey with better outcomes. 



What is NJHIN 

The New Jersey Health Information Network (NJHIN) is the network-of-

networks for the state of New Jersey  

 

NJHIN is owned by the New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH). 

 

NJII has been engaged as the NJHIN Manager.  

 

The NJHIN runs on use cases which are scenario with specific purpose.  
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NJDOH Data Hub 

HIEs 
Qualified Organizations (QOs) 

Health Plans 

Pharmacies  

Federal 

Immunization 
Registry 

Chronic  
Diseases 

State 

LABS Data  
Warehouse 

Syndromic 
Surveillance Disease 

Surveillance 

NJHIN 

Doctors, Health Systems, LTPACs, SNFs 



NJHIN Value  

• Current Paper Process, and you have to have it with 
you 

• New Jersey Hospital Association emPOLST 

– Developing a state-wide electronic repository of patient 
POLST forms 

– Patients will still be encouraged to carry and post POLST 
forms in their home environment 

– Patients, physicians and other caregivers would be able to 
access 

• NJHIN can help with Transport 



Questions? 

Bill O’Byrne, NJII 
william.obyrne@njii.com 

Lynn McVeigh, NJII 
lynn.mcvey@njii.com 

Deborah Levine, NJHCQI 
dlevine@njhcqi.org 

John Novak, NJII 
John.novak@njii.com 


